
LIBRARY PROGRAMMING AND 

THE DEVELOPING BRAIN 
The Early Years 





BRAIN DEVELOPMENT 



A BABY’S BRAIN 



NEUROGENESIS 



NEURON DEVELOPMENT 



PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT  



VISION DEVELOPMENT 



GROSS MOTOR DEVELOPMENT 



FINE MOTOR DEVELOPMENT 



HOW DO PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENTS 

AFFECT HOW CHILDREN USE THE LIBRARY?  

 



SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 





ECOLOGICAL SYSTEMS THEORY 

BRONFENBRENNER 



ERIKSON’S THEORY 



KOHLBERG 



CALIFORNIA SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT DOMAIN 

 

The social-emotional development domain consists 

of the following three strands: 

 1. Self, which includes self-awareness and self-

regulation, social and emotional understanding, 

empathy and caring, and initiative in learning 

 2. Social Interaction, which focuses on 

interactions with familiar adults, interactions 

with peers, group participation, and cooperation 

and responsibility 

 3. Relationships, which addresses attachments to 

parents, close relationships with teachers and 

caregivers, and friendships 

 



HOW DO SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL CHANGES 

AFFECT HOW CHILDREN USE THE LIBRARY? 

 



LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 









HOW DO LANGUAGE CHANGES AFFECT 

HOW CHILDREN USE THE LIBRARY? 

 This is a gimme! 



COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT  



PIAGET 









VYGOTSKY 





ALISON GOPNIK 

http://www.ted.com/talks/alison_gopnik_

what_do_babies_think#t-733121 
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HOW DO COGNITIVE CHANGES AFFECT 

HOW CHILDREN USE THE LIBRARY? 

 



APPLY WHAT YOU LEARNED!! 



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

 Every Child Ready to Read – Michael Sullivan 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmPEdnnlSqM

#t=989 

 http://www.pbs.org/parents/talkingwithkids/ageb

yage_3.html 

 Books from the Vermont Center for the Book 

http://www.mothergooseprograms.org/veli/ 

 Social Studies and Me 

 Math and Science Investigations 

 Where Does My Shadow Sleep? 

 How Many Ways Can You Make Five? 
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